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M. de Marigny saidr when I told him of this adven-
ture, that he would have wagered a thousand
louis against the King's making a present of fifty,
if anybody but I had told him of the circum-
stance. "It is a singular fact,'* continued he,
"that all of the race of Valois have been liberal
to excess; this is not precisely the case with the
Bourbons, who are rather reproached with avarice.
Henry IV. was said to be avaricious. He gave
to his mistresses, because he could refuse them
nothing; but he played with the eagerness of a
man whose whole fortune depends on the game,
Louis XIV. gave through ostentation. It is most
astonishing," added he, "to reflect on what might
have happened. The King might actually have
been assassinated in his chamber, without any-
body knowing anything of the matter and without
a possibility of discovering the murderer." For                         '<**'*
